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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

DEFINITION:   An informational process and collection of documents that are required by California law (under the California Environmental Quality Act, or CEQA) to 

accompany proposals for projects and programs that will likely have an impact on the surrounding environment. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Indicates opportunity for public input 

Application/ 
Initial Study 
 
Once a developer 
submits an 
application for an 
environmental 
review with the 
Planning 
Department the 
Planning 
Department will 
conduct an initial 
study of the project 
to determine if the 
project is likely to 
have a significant 
impact on the 
environment.  
  
 
(Approximately 5-

6 months) 

Scoping 
Phase 
 

For larger projects, 
the Planning 
Department will 
also hold public 
meetings to get 
additional 
feedback on ways 
the proposed 
project may impact 
the environment.  
These meetings 
are an opportunity 
for community 
members to tell 
the Planning 
Department which 
environmental 
impacts they think 
should be 
considered. 
 
 (2 – 4 months) 

Draft 
Environmental 
Impact Report 
 
The developer and 
the Planning 
Department arrange 
for consultants to 
evaluate the potential 
impacts of the project 
and to prepare a 
Draft Environmental 
Impact Report (Draft 
EIR).   
 
(Anywhere from a 
few months to more 
than a year) 

 

Public  
Review and 
Comment 
 
The Planning 
Department 
publishes an 
advertisement in The 

Chronicle notifying 
the public that the 
Draft EIR is ready for 
review and 
announcing the date 
for a public hearing 
before the Planning 
Commission to 
consider any 
significant impacts.  
Copies of SF Draft 
EIR can be found at 
www.sfgov.org/planning.   

 

Public 
Hearing 
 
The Planning 
Department 
typically schedules 
the public hearing 
for a date which is 
about 5 weeks 
after publication of 
the Draft EIR and 
will accept written 
comments for 
approximately 5 
additional days 
beyond the public 
hearing.  
 
(Approximately 
45 days) 

 

Final 
Environmental 
Impact Report 
 
The Planning 
Department will 
prepare a 
“Comments and 
Response” document 
to address all of the 
substantive issues 
raised through the 
public comments. 
The Comments and 
Response, and any 
changes requested 
by the Planning 
Commission, are 
incorporated into a 
revised and Final EIR 
which is published 
and can also be 
found at: 
www.sfgov.org/planning.  

Public 
Hearing/ 
Record of 
Decision 
 
The Planning 
Department 
publishes an 
advertisement in 
The Chronicle 
notifying the public 
of the date that the 
Final EIR will be 
considered for 
endorsement by 
Planning 
Commission in a 
public meeting.  
Upon approval, the 
Planning 
Department files a 
Record of Decision 
with the county. 


